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Supermodels at Olivedale Retirement Village
Very conveniently all of the
Hayley Joy garments can be
ordered in any of the specially
designed fabrics and in any
of the sizes, and deliveries to
ORV are possible.

ORV Fashion Show
for the residents by
the residents.

Images by Margaret Cochrane
Story by Estelle Visser
Monday afternoon the 12th
of November will be remembered as one of the most enjoyable and well attended
functions organised by the
Health and Wellbeing Committee in the year 2018. At
15:00 when the event started,
extra chairs had to be added to
provide seats for all the guests
and a convivial atmosphere
prevailed.
As promised in adverts of this
event the fashion show was
performed by five models of
all sizes and shapes. These ladies all reside in Olivedale Retirement Village (ORV) a fact
which added to the sociability
of the event.
The outfits modelled by our
own mannequins, were designed and created by Hayley
Joy and her team of competent dressmakers. Interesting
was the fact that not only the
garments were designed by
Hayley, but also the designs
on the materials used to make
the Hayley Joy range are de-

Margaret Cochrane, the photographer and one of the guests,
who kindly took the pictures
you can see on this page, was
of the opinion, that: “The fashion show held on Monday 12
November was a huge success.

A big thanks to Estelle Visser
and her committee (Health &
Wellbeing), it was real fun, especially since the models were
our own ladies.

signed and printed by herself.
She told the story of how she
used a rose from her garden or
colours in nature to create and
print the most beautiful and inspiring designs. The wonderful
colour palette of God’s creation, used in the said range,
was the one aspect of this fashion show which distinguished
it from any other one I ever attended or took part in.

The clothes were beautiful and
brought to us by Hayley Joy
based in Dunkeld Shopping
Centre".
Our models for the show were
Linde McLaren
Christine Loots
Susan Loots
Franci Rossouw
Estelle Visser

Meet Ronnie

My name is Ronnie, I was born in Harrismith on the 10th October
1980.
My parents' names are Thabo Mahlaba and
Agnus Mabaso and I have a younger sister.
I went to Qwaqwa Dikwena secondary
school where I passed my Matric year.
I worked in security for over 16 years. I
passed my security instructor course and
trained as a crane operator.

Another facet of the event
was the emphasis on the reality that everybody, those who
wear small sizes, as well as the
ladies wearing bigger sizes, can
wear the Hayley Joy clothing
range, feel on the top of the
world, and look exquisite.
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My loving wife passed away in
2013 but I have a daughter of
17 years old and a son of 10
years old.
I thank God for all the loving
people who surround me in
my life journey.

are not just looking for a couple
of rand, but are examining the
contents of your car, and any
valuables, handbags or cell
phones are up for grabs.
Please make sure you are
well locked in your vehicle with windows rolled
up completely. You are
safe in your car. Do not
be intimidated by these
guys. You have a hooter.
Use it.

Editorial
December at last - or is it
"December already" ?
This year has really flown
past rapidly and I have just
realised that this is my last
editorial for 2018.
A lot of people head down
to the coast or up into the
mountains to spend some
time relaxing away from the
super stress and hustle and
bustle of Gauteng and it's surrounds. Please travel most
carefully as there will be a lot
of congestion on the roads
during the two weeks before the Christmas and Day
of Goodwill holidays. Many
people will also take the
Monday to turn the whole
period into a super long
weekend. We'd like you all
to be back and in one piece
to read the January editorial.
Ed Barker entertains us with
a tale of a visit to the safe
haven of Canada. He really
likes the country and after
reading his story - I think I'd
like to be there too.
Ian entertains us with another of his Campfire tales
and we have an article from
a proud Grandma about her
horse-jumping
champion
Grand-daughter.
Linde has supplied a couple
of informative pieces as well
as a report back on the Special General Meeting held on
15th November.
Do you like Ginger ( I must
confess that I do ) then have
a look at this month's recipe
- yum.
'til next time.
Chris.

Lu’s

RAMBLE

December and our final issue
for the year. The days seem
to hurtle past. Gone are the
days when going on pension
meant sitting on a rocker, cat
on lap and drinking copious
cups of tea. We have never
been busier. Every day seems
to be packed with things to do,
friends to visit and grandkids
to entertain. How lucky we
are to fill our lives with such
pleasurable tasks. There again,
sometimes after a gruelling day,
I wish I was on “pension” !
Many of our residents have
been accosted by the spate of
"window washers" at every robot and stop street. Many of
these people are quite aggressive and seem to appear out
of nowhere. They are only
noticed when a stream of dubious fluid is squirted across one's
windscreen. A few take no for
an answer, but many seem to
be deaf and blind as no matter
how many times one says no,
or waves ones arms in negation,
we are ignored. These people
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On a lighter note - Christmas is
just around the corner. Time
to get together with family and
friends and celebrate the festive season. Those of you with
family scattered far and wide,
remember we live in a wonderful village with many kind
hearted and loving people.
Embrace and include all those
who find themselves alone during the "holidays".
All that is left for me to say is
have an amazing Christmas,
may you and your loved ones
be blessed and gifting you with
a package of love and laughter

Ginger pieces
2/3 Cup marge
1 ½ Tbsp honey or syrup
2 Cups cake flour
¼ tsp bi-carb
1 ½ tsp ground ginger
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Keep your hand on your horn
to attract the attention of
other motorists. If you have
their attention, the window
washer is less likely to harass you further. A good plan is
to leave a small gap ahead of
your car so that you can move
forward. I have had a really
nasty experience with one of
these guys who actually tried to
break off my windscreen wiper.
Elderly ladies seem to be their
preferred targets. They don't
know we have strength and refuse to be intimidated.

½ tsp baking powder
½ cup sugar
2 large eggs, well beaten
¼ tsp salt

1. Melt syrup and marge over low heat.
2. Sift dry ingredients and add cooled
marge
mix, beaten eggs and sugar.
3. Turn onto square tin and spread
evenly.
4. Sprinkle with Brown Sugar
5. Bake in a moderate oven at 190ºC
(375ºF)
for 15 to 20 minutes.
6. Cut into squares and enjoy.

wrapped in ribbons and rainbows.
Bye the way,
what does Santa
call a reindeer
that won't work?
- Dinner!
Lu.

Important Advisory
The mowing team will be
away for a well deserved holiday over the Christmas period. The lawns will be mowed
on the 17th of December (
even though it is a holiday )
and will be mowed again on
the 7th of January. All staff
have to have leave, and your
hard working garden service is
no exception.

THE IMPORTANCE
OF KNOWING
In a large village such as
ours with 418 units and
over 600 residents there are
always matters that have
to be brought to the attention of all villagers, both
residents and owners. For
this reason ORV Management have reintroduced the
regular Circulars that we
had before. The Circulars
will contain important announcements such as new
arrangements, changes that
villagers need to be aware
of such as watering times,
cautionary
information
such as security notes and
many more matters that affect our day-to-day living in
the village. Usually a circular will address a number of
matters, but sometimes the
whole circular will be about
a single matter such as servicing of the solar panels.
Circulars will be emailed to
those with email addresses
and posted in post boxes for
those that don’t. So, please
check your emails and clear
your post box regularly. It
is really important to keep
yourself in the know.

A CHANGING LANDSCAPE

By Linde McLaren
A series of attenuation ponds
were built on the eastern
boundary on our village.
These ponds catch the floodwater and then slowly release
it through a small opening so
that the area below the pond
does not wash away. Unfortunately these ponds were built
far too big and much too close
to the electric fence.
Their high walls were very
steep and the tops narrow,
which made them dangerous
for both the security guards on

patrol and residents who wanted to walk there.
After much negotiation, the
developer agreed to pay to
have these dams altered and
this process started a few
weeks ago.

Once done, the dam walls will
be wide enough to walk along
and hand rails will be installed
next to stairs for safety.
Residents will be able to cross
safely from one pond to the
next and then onto the lawns
higher up.

Work in progress

We
thank
the
neighbouring residents for putting up
with the noise and
the dust, but in the
end it will all be a
very worthwhile asset to the village.
Starting to dig

IZAK JONKER
CLOTHING SHOP
MONDAY
10 DECEMBER 2018
10 O’ CLOCK

BLOUSES, SKIRTS, JERSEYS,
TROUSERS, MEN’S SHIRTS AND
GOLF SHIRTS

NEW SUMMER
STOCK
SIZES: S – XXXL
ALL DEBIT AND CREDIT
CARDS ACCEPTED
IZAK SEL: 082 786 1932
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Some serious landscaping

Hidden
Gems

Appletons Village

Corner Hill Street and Malibongwe Drive, Ferndale
Tired of the malls? Appletons
is home to only 21 shops but
the shops are well chosen and
will allow you to pick up all
your daily essentials, thanks
to anchor tenants Woolworths
and Clicks. Other shops in the

centre include restaurants and
confectionery stores, a book
shop, stationery shop as well as
health and beauty boutiques.
With 150 open parking bays
you will find plenty of space to
park your car while you shop.

Do you
ever
look
up?
The Moon part 2

early in the evening which traditionally allowed the farmers
and their crews extra time in
the day to harvest their summer crops which would be ripe
just before Autumn. Hence
the 'Harvest Moon'.
According to one source, the
idea of a Harvest Moon originated in Europe - which is at
an average latitude of 50º
north - and the Harvest Moon
rises only ten to twenty minutes later each night.

Shine on, shine on harvest
Moon, up in the sky . . . . . now
when last have you heard that
song being played or sung?
Have you ever heard of a 'Harvest Moon'? The term refers to
the Full Moon nearest to the
Autumnal Equinox. This usually means that it would be the
September Full Moon although
with the shifting of the Full
Moons during the year, it could
also fall closer to the October
Full Moon. It can occur anywhere from two weeks before
to two weeks after the Equinox.

This was a real help when days
were getting shorter and the Sun
disappearing more and more
quickly as they approached
the cold seasons. This gave
the farmers the extra time they
needed to get their crops in.

So - the big question - why is
it called 'Harvest Moon' ? The
reason is actually quite simple in retrospect - for several
evenings, the moonrise comes
soon after sunset. This results
in plentiful bright moonlight

Here is a Harvest Moon image.
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The Full Moon following the
Harvest Moon is traditionally
called the 'Hunter's Moon' as
this is the season for hunting
to replenish animal stocks be-

fore the Winter months set in.
Also sometimes referred to as a
'Blood Moon', a 'Travel Moon'
or a 'Dying Grass Moon'.

This is a picture taken of the Supermoon rising over the Jo'burg
skyline in January 2018.

Here is a Hunter's Moon over
Mountains.

Which brings us to my final tidbits regarding our closest natural neighbour in space. We
have all heard of and probably

We have heard a lot of news
in the papers and on radio/TV
about the 'Super Moon'(s) that
occurred in January 2018. So what actually is a Supermoon ?
A Supermoon is a full moon
(or a new moon) that coincides
approximately with the perigee, or closest distance that the
Moon reaches to us in its orbit,
which in turn results in a slightly
larger than usual size of the lunar disk as we see it from Earth.
As the first full moon in 2018
occurred on 1st January, we
actually had two Supermoons
in January this year one a little
smaller than the other and the
second one also a 'Blue Moon'
if we take the S&T's 1946 definition as correct.

Continued on P5

Do you
ever look up?
Continued from P4
at some time or other actually
watched an eclipse. We have
two types of eclipse in general
but are only going to discuss a
Lunar Eclipse in this article.
We'll save the Solar Eclipse discussion for a following article
which will be all about the Sun.
So what is an eclipse? If you
recall this diagram that we
used to demonstrate the Spring
and Neap tides in part 1...
...you will see that at 'Full
Moon' there is a possibility of
the Earth passing in front of the
Moon with the Sun behind it in
a Sun/Earth/Moon line-up.
When this happens, the Earth's
shadow ( yes - the Earth actually casts a significant shadow
through space and anything
passing through this shadow
will dim or disappear from
sight ) is cast upon the Moon,
dimming it significantly with
some interesting effects at the
same time.
Although the Earth's shadow
covers the Moon from completely to partially, the Earth's
atmosphere also plays a part
during an eclipse.
The Sun's rays travel through
the atmosphere and exit again
on the side facing the Moon much like a giant magnifying
glass focuses light it brings to
focus, onto the Moon.
This causes light effects splashing colour onto the Moon
while it remains in the Earth's
shadow.
These colour effects range anywhere from almost invisible to
very red or coppery.
If you have any questions or
information about the Moon,
please send these to :olivebranch@olivedalerv.co.za
and we can discuss them.
That's enough from me for
now. When you have the
time, go outside in the evening
and look up - it will be an illuminating experience.
Chris.
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Some Great Move
Yes, SGM indeed stands for
Some Great Move, but also
for Special General Meeting.
On 15 November 2018 a great
move was made by our village
when owners at the Special
General Meeting approved a
new Memorandum of Incorporation (MOI) for our village.
When ORV was developed,
CDP, the developer, formed
the Olivedale Home Owners
Association, a not for profit
company. Such a company
needs a founding document
namely the MOI. They drew
up an MOI that suited the development stage of our village.
However, once ORV was fully

developed and all the units
sold, this MOI no longer adequately met the needs of our
village.

ORV. It consists of two main
parts namely the MOI which
basically determines how the
village is run.

The first Board, elected in
2015, started the process
of developing a more suitable MOI, and this has been a
marathon journey. After three
draft versions, many hours of
meetings by the MOI Working
Group, and hours of painstakingly working through the proposed versions by some home
owners, a new MOI was finally
approved.

A second part, Schedule 1,
contains a number of addenda
dealing with conduct rules,
private use areas, levies, who
can live here, practice directives and fines. All residents
and owners in particular are
encouraged to read this important document once it has
been approved by the Companies and Intellectual Property Commission (CIPC) and
submitted to the Community Schemes Ombud Service
(CSOS) for their records.

The MOI is an important document for all of us living in

1
22
30

2

3

4

5

23
31

37

38

45

46

54

55

56

64
71

6

72

7

94

32

33

126

75

67

68

88

89

103

110

111
119

127

149

140

141

150
158

160

168

169

175

176

187

188

193

161

177

179

194

195

202
213

214
225

232

233

237

238

239

189

190

251
256

98

99

106

205

206

207

146

115

252
257

116
124

125
132

133

148

155
164

156

165

166

173
182

183

184

185

186

191
198

208

199

209

192
200

210

218

228

201
211

219

229

220

221

230

245

253

254

246

247

258

222

223

231

235
244

167

174

234
243

147

154

217
227

82

107
114

145

197

226

242

92

81

137

196
204

241

91

123

172

216

240

80

131

163

181

215

224

97

153

180

203

79

90

171

178

63

70

78

144

162

170

62

136

152

36

53

122

143

21
29

52

130

142

20

44

61

105

129

19

43

69

121

151

159

60

51

113

135
139

42

112

128

18

35

104

120

17

34

96

102

16

28

77

95

118

138

212

59

87

15

27

50

58

86

14

41

76

134

157

26

13

49

66

101

117

48

85

109

12

40
47

100
108

11
25

74

93

10

24

57

73
84

9

39

65

83

8

236
248

249

250

255
259

www.CrosswordWeaver.com

ACROSS
1 Toward the rear of the ship
6 Tipsy
12 Something that has an
effect
18 Defense
23 Tub spread
24 Forestall
25 Mother
27 Rhinoceros
28 Pointed cylinder
30 A bird's vocal organ
32 Plant part
33 Lode yield
34 Gem carved in relief
35 Western American
vulture
37 __ Francisco
38 Roman three
6

40 Taking to court
42 Pro
44 Precedes an alias
45 IOU part
46 Curls tightly
49 Writings
50 Gown
53 Vase
54 Mantle
57 Leg joint
58 Expert
59 Cycles per second
61 Consider
62 National capital
64 Fear
66 Gained
67 Pigpen
68 Lawyer's title
69 Swab

70 Part of a min.
71 Waged (2 wds.)
75 Wale
77 On
79 Herself opposite
83 The other half of Jima
84 Middle East dweller
86 Compass point
89 Native ruler
91 Dress
92 Promissory note
93 Cutting tool
94 Towards
95 Luster
96 Demobilise
98 Brews
99 Put on
100 Shoot clay
pigeons

101 Revolutions per minute
103 Complete integrity
105 Lower limb
107 Use money
108 Moray
109 Vinegar's acid
112 Blunders
113 Radios
116 Grain
117 German city
119 Load
121 Hear
122 Strap
123 Boat movers
126 Tasks
128 Fabric
130 Make flatter
131 Deported
134 Musical production

135 Tender beef
136 Lend
137 Mythical deity
138 Famous female pilot
Earhart
141 Refine ore
144 Abraham's son
147 Where, poetically
150 What children
learn
151 Think
152 Cousin
154 Small mountain
155 Orient
157 Escudo
160 Character on "Seinfeld"
162 Confuse
164 Botches, with up
166 Compass point
168 Play a guitar
170 Internal Revenue
Service
171 Indiana city
173 Chicken
174 Lay away
175 Body of water
176 Ogled
179 Senile
181 Island
183 To
186 Succor
187 Tree
188 Underground
part of plants
189 Bare scalp
190 Decorative needle
case
191 Greek sandwich
192 Football assoc.
193 Brother’s sons
195 Ribald
197 Strike
200 Women’s garment
202 Sick
203 Con
204 Recede
207 Wrath
209 Dozen
211 Wing
212 Pop
215 DNA component
216 Bad (prefix)
217 Start to develop
218 For fear that
220 Asian country
224 Ram's mate
225 Curses
227 Indian pole
229 Extraordinary
231 Time period
232 Cation
7

233 Compass point
234 Cheep
235 Sign of the zodiac
236 Division (abbr.)
237 Spheres
240 Dining room
furniture
244 __ Lanka
245 Neon fish
248 Tidy
251 "Calciums"
antacid brand
252 Nitwit
253 Congressional vote
254 Aleutian
255 Because of this
256 Locus
257 Brandy
258 Face
259 Publicist
DOWN
2 Island in Malay
Archipelago
3 Boxer Muhammad
4 Bog
5 Deadly
6 Driving for a fee
7 Wall plant
8 Eastern state
9 Sheath
10 Long-term memory
11 Actress Day
13 Spark
14 Hex
15 Dickens'Tiny __
16 Single
17 House cover
18 Capital of Ghana
19 Toilet
20 Lodge
21 Smear
22 Association (abbr.)
25 Timid
26 Threat
29 Give an award
31 Ship's small boat
36 Vegetable
39 Make angry
40 Faction
41 Cheats
43 Gone to lunch
47 Cat's cry
48 Peter, for short
51 Bullets
52 Midday
55 Is
56 Capital of Kuwait
58 Numb
60 Wiggly
62 Negligent
63 American Cancer

Society (abbr.)
65 Garner
70 Beget
71 Passed over
72 Wake up
73 Long wooden pole
74 Rodent
76 Fire remains
78 Not amateur
79 Movie 2001's talking
computer
80 Down duck
81 Insane
82 Supported
financially
85 Drill a hole
87 Floating ice
88 Hooter
89 Teach
90 Baseball team
91 Guru
95 Strike hard
97 Hazes
102 Posttraumatic
stress disorder
104 Came into life
106 Tails
109 Lager
110 Central nervous
system
111 Meet together
113 Digit shell
114 Caviar
115 Instrument
117 Divided nation
118 Toothbrush brand
120 Handle
122 Loud sound
124 Arises
125 Lean
126 Accountant
127 Dress edge
129 Tangle
130 Luau dish
132 And so forth
133 Tint
139 Frost
140 Sign language
141 Move while
sleeping
142 Elite intellectuals'
society
143 Sieve
145 Hawaiian 'hello'
146 Indication
147 Petite
148 Owns
149 Decrease
152 Made lock
openers
153 Lasso
156 Harass

158 Inscribed stone
159 Writers hurt
161 Nearly horizontal
entrance
162 Bolus
163 Annoying insect
165 Cosy
166 Sparse
167 Duty
169 Just
171 Crown
172 Entertained
174 Nonchalantly
177 Roar
178 Aurora
180 North by west
182 Lube
184 Big Apple (abbr.)
185 Correct
194 Concealed
195 Catamount
196 Fencing sword
198 Shaft
199 Deck
201 Bullfight cheer
203 Hereditary
205 Sheet of matted cotton
206 Slattern
207 Portugal's
peninsula
208 Hind end
210 Place alone
212 Condescend
213 Truant
214 Mark clearly
215 __ Rummy
(card game)
219 Draw
221 Woman with
snake hair
222 Little Mermaid's love
223 Center
225 Outlaw James
226 Sitting room
228 Bored
229 Palm parts
230 __ Rica
238 Bread
239 Flightless bird
241 Flurry
242 Enormous
243 Airport abbr.
245 Thai
246 Beverage
247 Toupee
249 Doctoral degree
250 Liquor
SOLUTION ON PAGE 11

Ian's Campfire Stories
At one time I found myself
heading an expedition during
the time of the Mozambique
Civil War exploring the possibility of building a road to the top
of a hill very close to the border – we could see the Renamo
military camps on the other
side with the naked eye. In
such situations, hiring some local scouts is an absolute must as
they know the area intimately
and can save you a lot of time.

This was a very remote area
and I doubted if we could find
anyone to help us, but two elderly gentlemen from a nearby
village volunteered to assist us
and we set off up the hill. Initially I was concerned that the
climb would be too much for
our guides but after the first
hour I was painfully aware that
they were going to walk the legs
off me!
I thought I was fit, but these
guys took physical endurance
to another level. In my anxiety

to keep up I accidentally fell off
a large rock into a patch of Buffalo beans which was excruciatingly painful – much to their
amusement.
So at the end of a very long day
I thanked them for their help
and offered generous wages
for their efforts only to have the
money politely but firmly rejected. They explained that the
nearest shop was about 20 kilometres away and there was little
there that was of use to them.
When I asked if there was anything that they were in need of
the answer was – Malaria Pills
and Children’s Books!!! It took
me two weeks to accumulate a
car boot full of their needs and
was happy to deliver them one
Sunday when the entire village
turned out to greet me.
So you are sitting round the
campfire now and saying
‘That was nothing, when I was
in……’ Let’s see what you
come up with !!!!!!
Ian Young

CHRIST CHAPEL MINISTRIES

Christian Interdenominational Worship
OLIVEDALE RETIREMENT VILLAGE
BELONG – BELIEVE – BEHAVE

Founder: Revd. Gwyn Slade
Cell No.: 072.027.7788
Assisting: Revd. Andrew
Cell no.: 082.854.4489
Email: tslade@mweb.co.za
www.sladeweddings.co.za

Revd. Trevor Slade
Cell No.: 083.391.1215
Pastor Errol
Cell No.: 072.191.3502
www.stjohorphans.org

We are a Christian Community available to ALL who
seek a closer walk with God – through the Sacraments,
Prayer, Fellowship and Ministry to those around us.

VILLAGE CHRISTMAS CAROL
SERVICE
VENUE: VILLAGE COMMUNITY CENTRE
th
DATE: SUNDAY, 16 DECEMBER
TIME: 9.30am

ALL WELCOME! A beautiful
opportunity to meet new people and
to make new friends.
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MANY, MANY BLESSINGS.

OUT&
about
by Margaret Cochrane
The Cheese & Wine party was
a great success and thoroughly
enjoyed by all present.

A Grandson's
perspective

Hi All, I think this story regarding my little
grandson is precious. When our Memorial Garden was opened, I took him to
have a look. I told him people had been
buried there. He looked rather puzzled
and asked why it was not made much,
much bigger. He looked around and said
there are so many people living here so
how was it possible that all of us could be
buried in the Memorial Garden one day.
So funny. Margaret Cochrane.

Talented Granddaughter

Tamsin de Castro, granddaughter of ORV resident France Moss,
has been ranked in the top five equestrian show jumpers in the
world in her league.
Last year Tamsin competed in
the lnternational Federation for
Equestrian Sports International
Silver League show jumping
competition. After the third
leg of the competition, she was
placed first overall, meaning she
placed first in the whole of Africa. The international results
were recently released and she
came fifth in world, only narrowly beaten by riders from Bolivia, Estonia and Venezuela.
France Moss - Unit 105

Canada: A somewhat different world
On our trip to Canada at the
end of 2018, I gathered some
interesting facts to share with
you: There are no street vendors nor donation hunters on
street corners and neither is
pole advertising allowed. Traffic lights have a per second
count down display for pedestrians before the lights change.
Where there are road works,
traffic signs flash warning speed
restrictions and if exceeded,
fines are doubled. Needless to
add we did not see any Toyota
taxis.
No houses are fenced let alone
electrified. Few cars are parked
in garages overnight and rather left in front of the homes.
In winter a heater cable is
plugged into the engine on the
driveway to keep the engine
oil warm.
The Toronto highway has a
three lane express road with
limited on and off ramps and a
multiple lane highway running
on either side of the express
highway called a “collector
“road. The highway has a lane
restricted for vehicles with one
or more passengers and moves
far more rapidly. Like the USA,
they drive on the right side of
the road. Every town and city
displays a population board of
that town.
There is a second airport in Toronto called Billy Bishop which
is on an island. Access is via
an approximately 500 meter
under water tunnel or by Ferry.
There are many Tim Horton
doughnut/coffee outlets in Toronto. Tim Horton was a Canadian professional ice hockey
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player who died in a car accident in 1974 at the age of
44. He was the co-founder of
the Tim Horton’s restaurant
chain in Hamilton and boasts
4613 outlets worldwide today
where queues are standard
practice other than at McDonald’s. One morning we went
for breakfast at a Finnish restaurant for their speciality pancakes which are very thin and
cover a very large plate, eaten
with bacon and strawberries.
We added maple syrup as per
the Canadians and Americans
who enjoy these combinations.
We were very impressed to see
plastic bags in street containers
and disposal bins for dog droppings. We saw many brown
and black squirrels which have
amazing balance on thin wires,
running straight up a tree trunk
and hiding on the opposite
side of the trunk on approach.
They just circle around it if
you do the same. This was so
funny! Raccoons and skunks
are plentiful and the raccoons
can break into your home via
the ceiling and cause havoc. In
Thunder Bay, deer and black
bears often visit the gardens.
The bears and cubs are amazing tree climbers and just love
crab apples.
To allow ocean going ships
navigating all 5 Great Lakes
(Superior, Michigan, Huron,
Erie and Ontario) required ingenuity. There is an 83 meter
difference between the water
levels of Lakes Ontario and
Erie so a system of ‘locks’ was
developed. This is a closed
section of water and when
the vessel enters, the water is
allowed through gravity to either flow in or out, depending
on the travel direction. Niagara Falls is between these two
lakes. As one ‘lock’ is not sufficient to handle this large water level difference, there are 8
locks, each lifting or lowering a
part of the 83 meters. These
were developed in the 1800`s
and were dug with what we
would today call primitive
tools. It takes 94.5 million litres
of water to fill a lock. We vis-

ited the Welland
Lock dug in
1829 where the
canal stretches
over 28 miles!
Niagara Falls is
truly amazing. It
is shared by both
Canada and America. Niagara
Falls is the collective name for
three waterfalls that straddle
the international border between the Canadian province
of Ontario and the American
state of New York.
They form the southern end
of the Niagara Gorge. From
largest to smallest, the three
waterfalls are the Horseshoe
Falls, the American Falls and
the Bridal Veil Falls. Canada
has the better side and we
could stand behind a low wall
about 4 metres from the lip of
the Falls. We descended via a
lift halfway down the falls into
a tunnel so we could stand behind the falling water.
Thin yellow raincoats are supplied for spray protection. On
the river below the Falls are
two boats for tourists. One is
called ‘The Maid of the Mist’
which approached close to
the falls and here the raincoats
were blue and red depending
on the boat you were on.
The actual lip of the Falls has
receded over the years as the
rock is sandstone and shale
and is now over 50 metres
further back from when it was
first measured in 1678. During
summer, the water flow over
the Falls measures 154 million
gallons every minute! That’s
enough to fill 100 million bathtubs every minute.
If you have heard of the Niagara Falls Terry Fox run, here
is a history recall. Terry Fox
(1958 – 1981) was a Canadian
athlete, humanitarian and cancer research activist. In 1980,
with one leg amputated due
to cancer, he embarked on an
east to west cross-Canada run
to raise funds and awareness
for cancer research. Although
the spread of his cancer eventu-

ally forced him to end his quest
after 143 days and 5,373 kilometres, and ultimately costing
him his life, his efforts resulted
in a lasting, worldwide legacy.
The annual Terry Fox Run, first
held in 1981, has grown to involve millions of participants in
over 60 countries and is now
the world's largest one-day fundraiser for cancer research and
millions have been raised in his
name. Nine fitness trails, 32
roads, 14 schools, 14 buildings,
seven statues were named after
him as well as the Mount Terry
Fox mountain inside the Mount
Terry Fox Provincial Park in the
Canadian Rockies. No one else
in Canada has so many statues
and memorials across Canada;
in every town and every city. It
is unbelievable.
While visiting Toronto, we
travelled to the city in a double-decker train and sat upstairs which is the ‘quiet zone’
where no talking or music on
cell phones was permitted and
hardly anyone spoke. The buses had a door midway in the
bus, in addition to the front entrance, where a ramp is lowered
to accommodate wheelchairs.
A sign on the side of the front
entrance stated ‘this bus kneels’
and the front of the bus drops
via hydraulics to lower the steps
for the elderly or disabled.
One night we went to a medieval jousting event. The meal
of half a chicken was plonked
down to be eaten by hand
which set the tone. It was like
King Arthur and the Knights of
the Round Table charging each
other with swords on horseback whilst displaying brilliant
horse guiding skills.
I truly love this country, its
beauty, its success due to the
respect for others and the law.
Ed Barker Unit 76

December in History
December 1, 1990 - England
was connected to mainland
Europe for the first time since
the Ice Age as engineers digging a railway tunnel under the
English Channel broke through
the last rock layer.

December 13, 1577
- Francis Drake departed
Plymouth,
England, in the
Golden Hind on his
voyage around the world.
December 14,
1911 - Norwegian
explorer
Roald Amundsen became the
first person to
reach the South Pole.

December 3, 1931 - British dominions gained complete legislative independence as the
Statute of Westminster gave
equal status to the dominions
of Canada, Australia, New
Zealand, South Africa, Ireland,
and Newfoundland.
December
3,
1967 - The first
successful heart
transplant
was
performed
by
Dr.
Christiaan
Barnard at Cape Town, South
African, on Louis Washkansky,
who lived for 18 days.
December 5, 1791
- Wolfgang Amadeus
Mozart died a pauper
at age 35 in Vienna,
Austria.
December 7, 1901
- Walt Disney (19011966) was born in
Chicago, Illinois.

December 14, 1962 - The
Mariner II space probe sent
back information from the
planet Venus, the first information ever received from another planet.

December 7, 1941 - The U.S.
Naval base at Pearl Harbour,
Hawaii, was attacked by nearly
200 Japanese aircraft in a raid
that lasted just over one hour
and left nearly 3,000 Americans dead.
December 8, 1980
- Former Beatle musician John Lennon
was assassinated in
New York City.
December 10,
1896 - Swedish
chemist Alfred
Nobel died at
San Remo, Italy.
His will stipulated that income
from his $9 million estate be
used for awards recognizing
persons who have made valuable contributions to humanity.
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December 15, 1964 - Canada
adopted a new national flag
featuring a red maple leaf on a
white background.
December 15, 1995 - European Union leaders announced
their new currency would be
known as the Euro.
December 16, 1969 - The
British House of Commons
voted 343-185 to abolish the
death penalty in England.
December
16,
1770 - Ludwig
van
Beethoven
(1770-1827) was
born in Bonn,
Germany.
December 17, 1775 - British
novelist Jane Austen (17751817) was born in Hampshire,
England.
December
17, 1903 After three
years of experimentation, Orville
and Wilbur
W r i g h t
achieved the first powered,
controlled airplane flights.
December 18, 1879 - Soviet Russia leader Josef Stalin (1879-1953) was born in
the village of Gori in Georgia,
Russia (as Iosif Vissarionovich
Dzhugashvili).

December 23, 1888 - Dutch
painter Vincent van Gogh cut
off his left ear during a fit of
depression.
December 23, 1987 - Dick
Rutan and Jeana Yeager set a
new world record of 216 hours
of continuous flight around
the world without refueling.
Their aircraft Voyager traveled
24,986 miles at a speed of
about 115 miles per hour.
December
25,
1642
Isaac
Newton
(16421727) was born in
Woolsthorpe, Lincolnshire, England.
December 25, 1899
- Film actor Humphrey Bogart (18991957) was born in
New York City.
December 27,
1831 - Charles
Darwin set out
from Plymouth,
England, aboard
the ship HMS
Beagle on his five-year global
scientific expedition.

December
27,
1571 - German
astronomer
Johannes
Kepler
(1571-1630) was
born in Wurttemberg, Germany. He is considered the father of modern astronomy.
December 27,
1822 - French
chemist-bacteriologist Louis
Pasteur (18221895)
was
born in Dole,
France.
He
developed the pasteurization
process to kill harmful bacteria
with heat and found ways of
preventing silkworm disease,
anthrax, chicken cholera, and
rabies.
December 30,
1865 - Rudyard
Kipling
(1865-1936)
was born in
Bombay, India.

CHRIST CHAPEL MINISTRIES

Christian Interdenominational Worship
OLIVEDALE RETIREMENT VILLAGE
BELONG – BELIEVE – BEHAVE
Founder: Revd. Gwyn Slade
Cell No.: 072.027.7788
Email: tslade@mweb.co.za
Assisting: Revd. Andrew Payne
Assisting: Pastor Errol Van Der Merwe
www.stjohndivineovc.co.za
www.sladeweddings.co.za

Revd. Trevor Slade
083.391.1215
082.854.4489
072.191.3502

Our Lord Jesus invites us to put our total faith in Him:
“If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer”

(Matthew:21:22)

WEEKLY SERVICES
• SUNDAY Interdenominational
Communion Service every Sunday at
9.30am in the Community Centre.
Fellowship tea and coffee after the
Service
• MONDAY Christian DVD, drinks and
snacks 5pm – 7pm in the Community
Centre and Restaurant
• THURSDAY Bible Study 10am – 11am in
the small library (down the passage)
ALL WELCOME – and do feel free to bring a friend
with you – many Blessings

Smalls, Notices and Classifieds
Goods & Services

Only available to residents
of the Village
One-Liners - what you have,
what you do and what you
want for it. This is a free service for all our ORV family.
Contact Reception for the Editor's attention.
Articles for Submission
Hand written submissions for
inclusion into Olive Branch
can be handed in at Reception
for the Editor's attention.
Electronic submissions can be
eMailed to:
olivebranch@olivedalerv.co.za
Deadline is 22nd of each
month.
Happy Birthday!
We would like to wish all our
residents celebrating their
birthdays in December, a wonderful day and an amazing
year to follow.
We wish you good health,
comfort, contentment and the
unending love and support of
family and friends.
A Birthday Tea is organised
on the 3rd Monday of every
month for those who are celebrating their birthdays during
that month. We salute all our
December Babies.
The Communications Team.
Compliments/Complaints/
Suggestions
A reminder to all residents that
cards are available to complete
and place in the box at reception. ALL complaints will be
escalated to the parties concerned. If the problem cannot
be sorted out by the various
committees and the board,
eventually
the
Managing
Agent's lawyers will be called
upon to resolve the issue.
Problems cannot be attended
to if they are not brought to the
attention of those concerned.
Please remember that it is just
as important to register your
compliments as well - they will
most certainly be appreciated.
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Disclaimer

The articles and ideas published in this newspaper are
those of the authors and do
not necessarily reflect the views
of the Olive Branch Editorial
Committee or the Olivedale
Home Owners Association.

Editorial Contacts
Editorial Committee
Editor
Chris Penberthy

Di Main
Elizabeth Sole
Advertising
Nicole Mulder
Board Rep
Linde McLaren
Village Management Rep
Tertia Poole
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For personalised professional machine embroidered
Monograms, Initials etc...
please contact Heather Bilbrough on extension number
5415 or externally on 010596-5415.

Delicious Home Bakes

From mouth-watering eclairs
and cupcakes, to exquisite
cakes and anything in between. Tell me what you
want, and I can bake it.
Hettie Jordaan,
Unit: 535 Tel: 5333

Lu Penberthy

Solution:

Professional
Embroidering
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For Sale

“Huggy-Bunny”
seedbags
R70 each. Heat in the mi-
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crowave and use to soothe
any aches, pains, cramps and
strains, or just to keep your
toes warm in bed in winter.
Several colours available.
Contact x5428

Photo Service

ID, Passport & Driver's License
Contact number: 5363 or
0710908432
Price : R40 for 8 pictures
At unit 555 – Monica

Leather Craft

Beautiful genuine hand-crafted leather belts and other
personal goods made to order.
Repairs and resizing also
available. Contact Eric Brown
Unit 421 Tel 5233.
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