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At the beginning of a new 
year it is worthwhile to reflect 
on the past year and to look 
ahead at the next year.  One 
often wonders what the future 
will bring in terms of oppor-
tunities and challenges.  From 
many years’ experience I have 
learned to avoid New Year’s 
resolutions, but to rather set 
goals for myself.  If you don’t 
know where you want to go, 
you will certainly not get there.

During 2018 Olivedale Re-
tirement Village experienced 
many changes, some of them 
started in the year before and 
some will continue into this 
year. Most of the changes 
came in the form of new ser-
vice providers, but some im-
portant changes were made to 
the infrastructure, such as add-
ing gutters to the apartment 
buildings and fitting more ap-
propriate door locks to the 
apartments.  

The fencing-off of Erf 1250 
was also a milestone and first 
step in creating a special area 
to be enjoyed by the residents 
of ORV.
 
The Garden of Remembrance 
was opened during the winter 
of 2018.

Message from the Chairman
The garden next to the Frail 
Care was developed in spring 
to the delight of the residents 
who can now enjoy the plants 
and flowers from their rooms 
or go for a walk and sit in the 
garden.  

Work has started on the atten-
uation dams to make it safer 
for people walking along the 
perimeter of the village.
 
The approval of the revised 
Memorandum of Incorpora-
tion by the members and ac-
ceptance thereof by the au-
thorities ended 2018 on a high 
note.  Following from the MOI, 
practice directives will be de-
veloped for various activities 
to improve the corporate gov-
ernance and streamline the 
administration needed for the 
smooth running of the village.

One of the main concerns was 
the large number of water leaks 
on the main line supplying the 
houses in the village over the 
past two years.  

In the second half of 2018 the 
cause of the water leaks was 
identified as being high water 
pressure in the supply lines of 
the City of Johannesburg.  Af-
ter considering various options 
it was recommended to install 
a pressure reducing valve on 
the main supply line entering 
the village.  

This will be one of the first pro-
jects for 2019.

Since the first Board of Direc-
tors was appointed the main 
focus of the Boards was to de-
fend the interest of the owners 
and residents in terms of the 
defects in the construction of 
the buildings and infrastructure 
of our village.  This will again 
be a priority for 2019.  The im-
plementation of the ten year 
maintenance plan will also 
start this year. 

Most importantly, the focus 
must be on the people.  We 
have to create an environment 
in which all the residents feel 
safe, welcome and cherished.  

Loneliness is one of the dan-
gers of our time.  People are 

often lonely even when they 
live amongst people who are 
in the same situation.  

The Social Committee is do-
ing wonderful work to create 
opportunities for people to 
interact with others in group 
activities.  

We need to do more about 
those who feel uncomfortable 
in groups.  Let us identify them 
and help them to overcome 
their loneliness.

We wish you a prosperous re-
mainder of 2019.

Adam Mostert, 
Chairman of the Board

My name is Masana Merima, 
I’m 29 years old and grew up in 
Malamulele, Limpopo where I 
matriculated from Photani High 
School in 2008.  I’ve been mar-
ried to Mr Kagiso Keipopele for 
4 years now and we are bless-
ed with a handsome baby boy 
named Kamogelo Keipopele.
I did my nursing training at 
Lunghile Nursing School in 
Rosebank during 2013 and 
2014.  I then joined Unique 
Health in November 2016 and 
got my permanent position here 
at Olivedale Retirement Village 
in 2017.

I love working for the elderly in 
Frail Care and looking forward 
to a blessed 2019.

Profile on Masana Merima
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Japie's Delight

Lu’s
R A M B L E

Ingredients
2  eggs
1 cup sugar
¼ cup cake flour
1 cup milk
1 Tbsp lemon juice
¾ cup orange juice
2 Tbsp melted butter or 
    margarine
Grated rind of 1 lemon

Method
1.  Beat the yolks of egg and 

fold in the sugar.

2.  Add flour and milk alter-
nately.

Editorial
2019 already – whatever 
happened to 2018?  It ap-
pears to have galloped past 
at a great rate of knots - if 
you blinked too long you 
may have missed it.  Well - 
what's past is past - let's look 
to the year to come.  My late 
Dad taught me a little saying 
which I think is pretty apt 
at the start of a new year.  
"May the worst of the year to 
come be better than the best 
of the year just past". It has 
that kind of niceness about 
it that many of those cheery 
Irish sayings have.

So what do we have for you 
this month ?  We have some 
images from the various fes-
tivities which took place dur-
ing the last few of weeks of 
December.  Frailcare Christ-
mas party, Christmas Eve and 
New Year's Eve parties which 
seemed to have been en-
joyed by many.

We have some information 
from Charles Bouwer which 
was as the result of an ear-
lier article which mentioned 
the "Harvest Moon". Juanita 
writes a short piece to say 
"thank you" to some of the 
teams in the village whose 
work makes our lives that 
much easier and just a little 
more comfortable.

Do you know that a suffi-
cient weight of plastic bottle 
tops can be swapped for a 
robust foldable wheelchair?  
Read on to learn how this 
can be accomplished.

We have a delicious pudding 
recipe for you to try in this 
month's issue - an oldie but 
goodie.

I am very sad to report the 
passing of one of our regular 
correspondents - Ian Young.  
I will most certainly miss his 
interesting and easy to read 
style of writing.
'til next time.

Chris.

Lu's Ramble
2019 !  Hard to believe than an-
other year has come and gone.  
The year tucked away has been 
such a difficult one for many, 
but here's hoping that the twelve 
months ahead will be truly good.  
Good health, needs met and the 
love and support of friends and 
family.
I don't know about you, but I 
have found the weather in the last 
month or two totally bizarre !  In 
my younger days, a stifling sum-
mer's day ended with a thunder 
storm and deluge - normally just 
when leaving work.  These days, 
the ghastly heat is followed by 
storm clouds that refuse to release 
a drop.  Must say though, the rain 
that has finally fallen has brought 
much needed relief.  The parched 
earth has absorbed every bit like a 
dry sponge.
Chris and I were in cloud nine 
over the holidays as my daughter 
and her family spent a couple of 
weeks with us.  The weather in 
Switzerland is abysmal at the mo-
ment with grey skies, snow and 
the temperature trying to claw its 
way above freezing.  They were 

3.  Add lemon juice, or-
ange juice, grated rind 
and melted butter.

4.  Fold in whites of egg, 
beaten stiff.

5.  Turn into a greased, 
fireproof baking dish, 
place in a pan of hot water 
and bake in a moderate 
oven at 180ºC ( 350ºF ) for 
45 minutes or until nicely 
browned.

N.B.  This pudding forms a 
delicate crust on top and a 
sauce underneath.

so looking forward to African sun-
shine.  The first week or so  saw 
them sweltering and during the 
final week they were subjected 
to rain, rain and more rain.  We 
need the rain - but they sure 
didn't.
Amazing how one can water a 
garden and it just ticks over, but 
get good rains and it explodes 
into a riot of colour and green-
ery.  Not too thrilled about 
the weeds though, which are 
growing just as vigorously.

We have had a few hiccoughs in 
the village over the last few days 

of 2018.  Burst water pipes that 
left some of the villagers without 
water for a while , skeleton staff 
and many minor gremlins.  Please 
be patient.  Once everyone has 
settled down and daily routine is 
resumed, all will be sorted out.  If 
you have a problem, please don't 
inform a neighbour, bring it to the 
attention of the office staff in order 
for action to be taken.
Well, January begins, a new slate 
to start afresh.  Wishing each and 
everyone the most excellent year 
ever.    Looking forward to our 
next chat.

Your 

Favourite 

Recipes

Do you have a favourite 

recipe that you would like to 

share with the Village?  Just 

drop us a line - we would 

love to hear from you.

Those of you who shop at Woolies 
are no doubt aware that there is 
an option to support your Schools 
and Villages whenever you use 
your Rewards Card.  

We have registered the Village 
at Woolworths for the My 
Village Project.  

Please would you sign up for 
the My Villages option as Wool-
worths will donate funds to 
ORV every time you swipe your 
card.  These funds will be used for 
the benefit of all the village resi-
dents and best of all, it costs you 
NOTHING.

My Village Project

The requisite forms 
can be obtained 

from 
reception and 

returned there after 
completion.  They 

can also be obtained 
from any 

Woolworths 
store.
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Estate management would 
like to remind residents of the 
Handyman Service available 
on the estate, and the correct 
procedure to follow when re-
porting an issue. Residents 
to call extension 5500/5499, 
landline 010 596 5500/5499 
or email olivedale@trafalgar.
co.za and report the issue. 

A job card will be created and 
a reference number issued as 
proof that the matter has been 
captured and will be attended 
to.  Faults are not to be logged 
directly with the handymen.  
The handymen will not work at 
a unit without a proper job card.
Please note that there will be 
a charge for labour should the 
job take longer than 15 min-
utes and any HOA stock used:
Labour charge:  R20-00 per 
15-minute cycle
Stock: Retail price of the item.

The service by handymen, 
Sam Sibanyoni and George 
Motebo, is limited to the mi-
nor maintenance and odd jobs 
listed below.

The maintenance jobs within 
our mandate are as follow:
•	 Simple	plumbing:	loose	taps	

and leaking head parts; small 
blockages; straightening toi-
let seats; replacing water 
connections on toilets, wash-
basins and sinks, applying 
silicone around basins, baths 
and sinks, changing pan seals 
on toilets; and water con-
nections of appliances.

•	 Changing	light	bulbs;	chang-
ing plugs on lamps and ap-
pliances; and cleaning in-
sects from light fittings.

•	 Removing	 cooker	 hood	 for	
cleaning or replacement of 
filters.

•	 Moving	 furniture	 and	 large	
appliances (e.g. stove, 
fridge, washing machine, 
dishwasher, tumble dryer, 
microwave oven); and turn-
ing of mattresses.

•	 Tightening	 or	 replacing	 cup-
board hinges; realigning draw-
ers; refitting cupboard and 
drawer handles; repositioning 
cupboard shelves; and chang-

Fault Logging
ing locksets on cupboards (no 
locksmith work).

•	 Light	 sanding	 of	 doors	 and	
windows that stick; oiling of 
door and window hinges; 
and sealing around window 
frames and door frames.

•	 Hanging	pictures,	mirrors	or	
wall hangings; filling holes 
when wall hangings are tak-
en down; and refitting fini-
als to curtain rails.

•	 Placing	of	 rodent	poison	 in	

This scheme was devised and 
sponsored by  INTERWASTE,   
one of the larger recycling com-
panies in Gauteng.  It was devel-
oped as an initiative for schools, 
institutions and individuals.  It is 
now being promoted by our ca-
terers and the collection point is 
the Tuckshop.

The aim is to collect plastic bot-
tle tops until a certain weight is 
reached.  Then the quantity of 
bottle tops will be exchanged 
by the recycling company for a 
Wheelchair.  The wheelchair is 
of durable build quality, has solid 
puncture resistant tyres, fixed 
arm and footrests and is foldable.  
 
The weight of Bottle tops re-
quired is 450kgs which is a 

Bottletops for a Wheelchair
huge number of tops. One 
large supermarket plastic pack-
et contains on average only 
2kgs when filled to the maxi-
mum so it is obvious that all 
the help possible is needed for 
this collection.

The tops accepted are ONLY 
the solid screw-on type, such 
as those on a milk bottle, juice 
bottle, cough mixtures and 
medicines, up to the size of 
the brown Nescafe coffee bot-
tle lid, as long as they are rigid 
and do not flex or bend.   
The softer plastic tops on 
cream, yoghurt or cream 
cheese, which can be folded 
between the fingers are NOT 
accepted and if mixed in with 
the others, the whole load is 

roof (without climbing into 
the ceiling).

•	 Replacing	 washing	 lines	 at	
houses or repairing washing 
lines within an apartment.

•	 Painting	of	window	beading	
were window pane was re-
placed.

•	 Tiling	or	tile	repairs

Excluded from the services 
are the following:
•	Plumbing	or	 electrical	work	

not listed above.

rejected.  Moulded plastic lids 
with a shiny finish, such as the 
green lid of the Jakobs Kronung 
coffee and cosmetic jar lids, 
are also not acceptable.

Please help us collect and re-
cycle the tops. Rinse out the 
top or lid, remove the card lin-
ing inside if there is one, drop 
the tops into a small container 
or packet and bring the col-
lection down to the Tuckshop 
when you pass by.  Any num-
ber of tops are welcome and 
together we should be able 
to raise enough to present a 
brand new wheelchair to Frail 
Care or a deserving resident of 
our Village before the end of 
the year - or hopefully, even 
sooner.

•	Repairs	 and	 installations	
of computers, telephones, 
DStv or any other electron-
ics.

Security Issues
Residents can phone Security 
on Ext:5400 for all panic but-
ton and security related issues.

Kind regards,
Tertia Poole
General Manager.
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ACROSS
1 Attacks
8 Speedy
11 Cheers
15 Space ship build-
ers
19 Half man/horse
26 Humble
27 Pen brand
28 Shut
29 Epoch
31 Center
32 Catch off-guard
33 Dislikes
34 Potato type
36 Flair
38 Harbors
39 Uncollected
40 And so forth
43 Sledge
44 Seep
45 Pain unit
48 Unpaved
49 Not young
50 Kitchen seat
52 Colorful glass
55 Chili con __
57 Made public
59 Pop (plr.)
60 Word of similar 
meaning
62 Reasonable
63 Fencing sword
64 Titanic sinker
66 Spain
69 Prune
71 Sailor's sword
73 Bend
74 River
78 Mont __
79 Cecum
81 Idiot
82 Stringed instrument
84 Talky
85 Poet
86 Governor

87 Part of the "KKK"
89 Lode yield
90 Put on __
91 Rodent
93 Howl
94 Compass point
95 Member of a 
boat's crew
96 Rest
98 Biblical prophet
99 Colorer
101 Thai
102 False story
103 Exchange
104 Star Trek 
Automoton's
105 Hold up
106 Ornament
109 South of the 
border crazy
112 Damply
115 Guiding 
principles
118 Captain (abbr.)
120 Valentine mo.
123 Swain
125 Neither's partner
126 Cockeyed
127 Central 
processing unit
129 American 
Association of
Retired Persons (abbr.)
130 Card game
131 Portend
132 Decree
134 Island in Malay
Archipelago
136 Necklace 
fastener
138 Primarily
140 Chopper
141 Small serving
143 Position
144 Of whom
146 Caper

147 Electricity distri-
bution system
148 On the bottom 
(of the sea)
150 Location
151 Troop
153 More unclean
155 Battle of nations
158 Bleep
159 Recognized
160 Spanish coins
162 Deceivers
163 Cycles per 
second
166 Alack's partner
168 Accomplished
169 In the near 
future
170 Geneve
172 Judge
173 Blare
174 Trusty
176 Something that 
changes
179 Flowers
182 Greek 
government
183 Henry David ___
186 Sun's name
187 Slick
188 Stiffen
189 Reverence
190 Front paw
192 Craziest
193 Rive
194 Subatomic 
particle
195 Lazy
196 Bargainers

DOWN
1 Sound of a sneeze
2 Shoulder covering
3 Gorged
4 Mature
5 Tax agency

6 Roman 51
7 Tin (abbr.)
8 National police
9 Helps
10 Sell illegally
11 Central Intelli-
gence Agency
12 Licensed practical 
nurse
13 High-school club
14 __ Lanka
16 Take by surprise
17 Clothing variant
18 Wood tool
19 Computer science 
(abbr.)
20 Movie alien
21 Drowse
22 Walked
23 A vacation (2 
wds.)
24 Extreme
25 Sleeps
28 Astronomical signs
30 Atlantic islands
35 Not his
37 Break up
40 Gas burner
41 Also
42 Sunken
45 Bruce Willis 
movie
46 Sphere
47 Onion-like 
vegetable
50 In __ (together)
51 Harp
53 Comfortable
54 Ditto (2 wds.)
55 Terminate
56 Church part
57 Account (abbr.)
58 Cart for hauling 
heavy things
60 Beach stuff
61 Taunts

64 Scots' neighbors
65 Bite
66 Tides
67 Block
68 Peel
70 Pluck
72 Male aristocrat
73 Halo
75 Tiff
76 Capital of 
Western Samoa
77 Monetary unit
79 Bed
80 Conductor
82 Yarn-dyed cotton 
cloth
83 Shaft of light
86 African country
88 Recently
90 Main artery
92 Bpm
95 Ml
97 Earnings
98 Football player 
Montana
100 Trail
106 Upon restful 
furniture
107 Do it again
108 Shadow
110 Swan
111 Resonant
112 Got smaller
113 Water pitcher
114 Mast
116 Voiced
117 Saw
118 Guilty party
119 Whichever
120 Central points
121 Paradise
122 Floating ice
124 Ca. University
127 Straighten
128 Expend (2 wds.)
131 Energy

133 Clothing
135 Orange peel
136 Bite
137 Cornmeal cake
139 Finger part
140 Expires
142 Push
144 Rights' opposites
145 Relating to 
money
147 Stringy
149 French "yes"
150 After awhile
152 Work hard
154 Sticky black 
substance
155 Dance
156 Hawaiian 'hello'
157 Synthetic fabric
159 Australian bear
161 Word with home 
or in
163 Auto
164 Opposite
165 Sulks
167 Asian dress
169 Loafer
171 Small boat
173 Has toed
175 Downwind
176 Central Time
177 Shade tree
178 Seed bread
179 Past
180 Type of 
Buddhism
181 Espy
182 Lingerie
184 Like
185 2002 Winter 
Olympics locale
190 Florin
191 Oregon (abbr.)
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The Greenbelt 
of ORV

We have a beautiful greenbelt 
of lawn, trees and river views 
on our Northern and Eastern 
boundaries.  This stretches 
from the Memorial Garden to 

diagonally opposite it at unit 
193, which is approximately 
half of the circumference of 
our village. Unfortunately, the 
developers, in their lack of 
planning or execution thereof, 
built dangerous attenuation 
dams on the lower Northern 

3 attenuation dams have now 
been lowered and widened 
substantially.  This will provide 
a safer pathway around the 
Northern greenbelt of our vil-
lage, not only for the security 
guards on their inspection pa-
trols, but also for many villagers 
wishing to walk off road.
 
The work is well underway and 
the tops of the walls are to be 
grassed by the end of January, 
by which time it is expected 
that work on dam 4 will have 
started as well.  It is expected 
to construct safe stairways 
down between the dam walls 
with adequate railing facilities.

When completed, it is envis-
aged that a greenbelt walkway 
will have been created from 
the park area in front of unit 
159 down to around the park 
area adjacent to unit 179.

Our greenbelt walk-about will 
then be from the Memorial Gar-
den to just beyond the unit 179 
area - almost half the circumfer-
ence of our village. A big word of 
thanks to Kobus Booyens of the 
Infrastructure Committee under 
whose guidance and control the 
project has run smoothly.  Thank 
you Kobus for your time, exper-
tise and involved interest in the 
project.
 
The Garden Committee is hard 
at work re-establishing the in-
ner walls of the dams to make 
the greenbelt walk one of beau-
ty and enjoyment for all of our 
villagers present and future.

We will keep you posted as 
work progresses.
Jim Taylor.

boundary to control the flow 
of storm waters from flooding 
the river below.  These were 
too high, too narrow and an 
overkill. Only the more ag-
ile and daring of our villagers 
could walk along the narrow 
dangerous outer dam walls at 
their own risk.

Over the past few years, a 
sum of money was negotiated 
with the developers to recom-
pense ORV for this and other 
construction blunders.  The 
Infrastructure Committee was 

now able to get contractors in 
to lower and widen the dam 
walls.  The contractors could 
not use machinery as the walls 
were too narrow and inacces-
sible, and so manual pick and 
shovel labour had to be used.  
 
In the dry, hot October and 
November weather we have 
just had, the digging was a tedi-
ous and slow process.  The dig-
gings were deposited into the 
dams to widen the walls.  The 
walls each had to be lowered a 
little over a metre.  Dam 2 was 
problematic with excess soil 
that could not be accommo-
dated by the dam.  The over-
flow gully had to be extended 
and filled with this excess soil 
as there was no other suitable 
dumping place.
At last the outer walls of the first 
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The date is easy to remember 
– Prince Charles and Lady Di-
ana were getting married that 
afternoon...

Our destination was a remote 
camp in the Game Reserve 
on the Nyika plateau to the 
very far North of the country 
and several hundred miles 
away.  We decided the Jour-
ney was too much for the 
kids and instead I drove the 
first 300 miles or so the day 
before and was waiting at the 
local Airport to pick up the 
family and complete the fi-
nal 200 miles to the camp on 
mainly very rough dirt roads.

Killing time waiting for the 
aircraft arrival, I had wan-
dered into the local ‘super-
market’ to see what they 
stocked in such a remote lo-
cation and came away with 
a bag of oranges and some 
freshly baked raisin buns.

The journey was a bit rugged 
but uneventful and we saw a 
lot of game on the way to the 
camp.  It had been designed 
by someone with an eye for 
landscaping and consists of 
a series of chalets clustered 
around a small dam stocked 
with brown trout.  An oasis 
of calm and just what we 
were hoping for. Hot wa-
ter came from a Rhodesian 
boiler, there were open fires 
in all the rooms and an ex-
perienced cook/houseman to 
look after us. Bliss.

But as we unpacked the 
Range Rover it became obvi-
ous that two of the cartons of 
basic foodstuffs had been left 
behind – all my fault of course 
– and we were miles from 
anywhere and in danger of 
going hungry before the end 
of the week. I immediately 
shot back to the Camp Office 
where we had checked in to 
see what they had in their 
‘shop’.  The answer was two 
packets of washing powder 
and a box of matches!

So I went back to the chalet 
with my tail between my legs 
and decided to try the bush 
telegraph.  I asked the house-
man to spread the word that 
I would happily buy any food 
that was available for cash – 
no question asked. 

In the meantime I set to to 
make some marmalade from 
the oranges I had brought 
while the children were hap-
pily toasting the buns on 
sticks in front of the open fire 
– something they had never 
done before.

The day passed with no sign of 
any food but as it got dark there 
was a knock on the door and a 
gentleman in a tattered rain-
coat presented four eggs for 
sale wrapped in newspaper.  I 
paid through the nose for them 
praying they were fresh hoping 
to tempt other sellers.

Gradually through the week I 
bought some potatoes, spinach 
and a dubious leg of springbok.  
I had obviously been seen 
down at the small lake with my 
bent pin and a worm trying to 
catch one of the brown trout 
and the main prize was a pair 
of very fresh fish.  

Our saviour in this instance 
was also the kind donation of 
the ‘leftovers’ of another fam-
ily on the way home who had 
heard of our problems.

So we spent the week playing 
monopoly and scrabble while 
I revived my camping skills 
learnt in the Boy Scouts  The 
children loved making damp-
ers and twists on sticks, cook-
ing grey coloured dough over 
the open fires.  They said it 
was one of their best holidays 
ever!

The journey home was un-
eventful but I was never al-
lowed to forget the two car-
tons of food left in the hotel 
cupboard ‘for safety’!
Ian Young

Early in December family 
members and ORV Directors 
joined the Frail Care residents 
(and their families) and staff to 
celebrate Christmas in style.  

With nearly a hundred people 
present, Frail Care, beautifully 
decorated by Fatima Ferreira 
and her helpers, and the ta-
bles creaking under Christmas 
treats, donated by the families, 
the party was off to a good 
start.
 
Rev. Trevor Slade, chairman 
of the Frail Care Resident’s 
Committee welcomed every-

one and ORV 
C h a i r m a n , 
Adam Mostert 
expressed the 
Board’s sincere 
appreciation for 
what Matron 
Petro de Beer 
and her staff do 
for the village 
on a daily ba-

sis.  Unique Health have been 
running Frail Care for just over 
a year and their Nursing Man-
ager, Yolanda Wilson, added 
how happy they were to be 
at ORV.  For almost a year the 
facility has been fully occu-
pied and there is now a wait-
ing list. After a reading by Rev 
Gwyn Slade, the Frail Care staff 
entertained the guests with 
their choir performance and 
brought a tear to the eye with 
their beautiful soothing voices.  
Everyone then joined in sing-
ing Christmas carols.  The big 
moment was drawing the lucky 
winner of the Frail Care ham-
per.  Mrs Maria de Melin, who 
was the first resident in Frail 
Care, drew the list code, and 
Mrs Herma Herrevelt, who has 
been resident second longest 
in Frail Care, drew the number 
on the list.  The lucky winner 
was none other than André 
Jelliman, one of our directors.  

We are sure he and his fam-
ily will enjoy all the goodies 
when they return from holi-
day.  Thanks to all who sup-
ported this raffle which raised 
R4000+.

Fail Care staff, led by Frail Care 
receptionist Masana Marima, 
entertain guests at the Frail 
Care Christmas party.

Mrs Maria de Melin enjoying 
the party.

Three generations together at 
the party.

Waiting for the fun to start.
 

Matron Petro gives a special 
thanks to Fatima Ferreira and 
Rev Gwyn Slade while Rev Tre-
vor Slade and Elizabeth Ntlema 
look on.

Beautifully decorat-
ed table laden with 
eats.
 
Enjoying the sump-
tuous spread

A Celebration to Remember
From articles submitted by Petro de Beer and Estelle Visser         
images by Margaret Cochrane.

When in Doubt - Improvise
Family holidays with young children can be fun – 
providing all goes smoothly.
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Images kindly supplied by 
Margaret Cochrane

ORV Villagers said goodbye to 
2018 over the last few weeks.  
Elsewhere in this issue, you 
will find a couple of write-ups 
on the Frail Care Christmas 
Party which kicked off the 
whole process.  This was later 
followed by the Christmas Eve 
Party and a week later, the 
New Year's Eve Party which 
ushered the old year out.

First we have those from 
Christmas Eve
  
 
 
 
 
 

And here are a few from New Year's Eve

Goodbye to the year just 
past – 2018
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We at EZ Cleaners would like to offer 
a Special to the residents at Oliverdale 
Retirement Village.

Cleaning of 1 or 2 Rooms   R300.00
Cleaning of 1 Wingback Chair  R125.00
Cleaning of 1 Two Seater Couch R145.00
Cleaning of Double Mattress   R180.00 
Cleaning of Single Mattress  R150.00

Loose carpets, there is an additional cost of 
R80.00 each.

We use an Industrial machine, if there 
are any fleas or dust mites in the carpets 
these will be extracted. 

My wife and I have been go-
ing to this restaurant for many 
years, and it remains one of 
our favourites.  Set in the midst 
of Randpark Ridge in the Life-
style Garden Centre, this lovely 
restaurant has a peaceful and 
very pretty garden where you 
can sit and enjoy your meal.  
Pop in for a hearty breakfast to 
start the day or cruise in later 
for lunch, high tea or dinner.  
The popular English breakfast 
is a large portion of all-things-
nice, but difficult to choose 
among all the other gourmet 
dishes on offer.  Open sand-
wiches, with extraordinary fill-

ings, gourmet burgers, wraps, 
indulgent salads and more are 
some of the lunchtime spe-
cials.  Sink your teeth into a 
succulent and tender steak, 
lamb curry, salmon or fabulous 
pizzas if you are a little more 
hungry. If you are only popping 
in for tea and cake or happen 
to have enough room for des-
sert then make sure you try the 
lemon meringue pie!  

The restaurant has a small com-
munity of feral cats that keep 
the rodents in check.  Some 
are friendly and will eat a piece 
of bacon from your hand.

Dear Editor
This is a letter of appreciation 
I have wanted to write for a 
very long time and I thought 
it would be a good time now 
at the beginning of 2019.

I realise there are many peo-
ple serving our community 
but I need to thank two teams 
who serve ORV in particular. 
In no particular order, the first 
team is the security guards 
who day in and day out, night 
after night, come hail, rain, 
freezing nights  or  sweltering 
heat during the day, walk our 
streets and control our bor-
ders hour after hour. Be we 
sleeping peacefully at night 
or going about our daily tasks, 
they are quietly doing theirs. 

The second team I want to 
thank is our permanent gar-
dening and bin collecting 
team. Day after day, on freez-
ing days and especially in hot 
overalls in the sweltering heat 

in summer, they quietly walk 
our streets whilst working, 
facing these challenging ele-
ments.
I know they are all on con-
tract to us, and I know it 
is their chosen task, but I 
needed to thank them for 
their on-going commitment 
no matter their exposure to 
the elements. That requires 
continued diligence and per-
severance. And what touches 
me the most about the above 
two teams, is that they always 
greet me with respect and the 
biggest smile. No matter the 
weather, their own personal 
challenges, financial and or 
otherwise, they always smile.

I take a leaf from their book 
as they inspire me every time 
I greet them in passing or in 
return. Thank you and a hap-
py new year to you all.

Regards, Juanita le Roux
Unit 193

Thank You

E-Mail felicity@ezcleaners.co.za  |  Contact: 078 717 2796

Hidden 
Gems

The Silver Birch
Lifestyle Garden Centre
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January in History
New Year's Day - The most celebrated 
holiday around the world. 

January 1, 1502 - Portuguese explorers 
landed at Guanabara Bay on the coast of 
South America and named it Rio de Ja-
neiro (River of January). Rio de Janeiro is 
currently Brazil's second largest city.
January 1, 1942 - Twenty six countries 
signed the Declaration of the United Na-
tions, in Washington, D.C., reaffirming 
their opposition to the Axis powers and 
confirming that no single nation would 
make a separate peace. 
January 3, 1924 - British Egyptologist 
Howard Carter found the sarcophagus of 
Tutankhamen in the Valley of the Kings 
near Luxor after several years of searching. 

Birthday - Louis Braille (1809-1852) was 
born in France. Blinded as a boy, he later 
invented a reading system for the blind us-
ing punch marks in paper. 

January 5, 1972 - President Richard 
Nixon signed a bill approving $5.5 
billion over six years to build and 
test the NASA space shuttle. 

January 6, 1066 - Har-
old, Earl of Wessex, was 
crowned King of Eng-
land following the death 
of his brother-in-law 
Edward the Confessor. 
Harold II was England's 
last Anglo-Saxon king. 

In October of 1066, Harold met the in-
vading army of William the Conqueror at 
Hastings and died on the field of battle. 

January 7, 1714 - A 
patent was issued for 
the first typewriter de-
signed by British inven-
tor Henry Mill "for the 
impressing or transcrib-
ing of letters singly or 
progressively one after 

another, as in writing."

January 8, 1935 - Elvis 
Presley (1935-1977) 
was born in Tupelo, 
Mississippi. 
January 10, 1863 - 
The world's first under-
ground railway service 
opened in London, 
the Metropolitan line 
between Paddington 
and Farringdon. 

January 10, 1875 - 
Philosopher-physician 
Albert Schweitzer 
(1875-1965) was born 
in Upper Alsace, Ger-
many. He served as a 
medical missionary in 
Africa and received 
the 1952 Nobel Peace 
Prize for his work on 

behalf of the brotherhood of all nations. 
January 15, 1559 
- Elizabeth Tu-
dor, daughter of 
Henry VIII and 
Anne Boleyn, was 
crowned as Eliza-
beth I in Westmin-
ster Abbey. 
January 17, 1773 - The ship Resolution, 
sailing under Captain James Cook, be-
came the first vessel to cross the Antarctic 
Circle. 
January 21, 1954 - The USS Nautilus, the 
world's first nuclear powered submarine, 
was launched at Groton, Connecticut.
January 21, 1976 - The Concorde super-
sonic jet began passenger service with 
flights from London to Bahrain and Paris 
to Rio de Janeiro, cruising at twice the 
speed of sound (Mach 2) at an altitude up 
to 60,000 feet.

January 22, 1901 - 
Queen Victoria of 
England died after 
reigning for 64 years, 
the longest reign in 
British history, dur-
ing which England 
had become the most 
powerful empire in 
the world. 

Birthday - Brit-
ish essayist, phi-
losopher and 
statesman Fran-
cis Bacon (1561-
1626) was born 
in London. Best 
known for his 
ph i l o soph i ca l 
works concern-
ing the acquisi-
tion of knowledge; Novum Organum and 
The Advancement of Learning. 

January 23, 1943 - In North Africa, British 
forces under General Bernard Montgom-
ery captured Tripoli in Libya. 
January 24, 1965 - Winston Churchill 
(1874-1965) died. He had been Britain's 
wartime prime minister whose courageous 
leadership and defiant rhetoric had forti-
fied the British during their long struggle 
against Hitler's Germany. "I have nothing 
to offer but blood, toil, tears, and sweat," 
he stated upon becoming prime minister 
at the beginning of the war. 

January 27, 1756 - 
Wolfgang Amadeus 
Mozart (1756-1791) 
was born in Salzburg, 
Austria. From the age 
of five, through his 
untimely death at age 
35, this musical genius 

created over 600 compositions including 
16 operas, 41 symphonies, 27 piano and 
five violin concerti, 25 string quartets, 19 
masses, and many other works. 
January 27, 1832  Brit-
ish novelist Lewis Carroll 
(1832-1898) was born 
in Daresbury, Cheshire, 
England (as Charles Lu-
twidge Dodgson). Best 
known for Alice's Ad-
ventures in Wonderland 
and Through the Looking Glass. He also 
lectured in mathematics and was a pio-
neering photographer. 

HARVEST MOON
Referring to your article on the Harvest 
Moon in the December issue of The 
Olive Branch, I would like to point out 
that due to this event, the English vo-
cabulary became richer with a number 
of words.  I am not a literary man but 
because of my interest in astronomy, I 
came across the following information:  
In England, Harvest Moon appears in 
the month of September in the con-
stellation CAPRICORNUS.  CAPRA is 
the Latin for “goat” and CORNU the 
Latin for “horn”.  The English words 
caper, capric, capricorn, caprine, cor-
nu and capriole are emanating from 
the name of the constellation and the 
English word “cornucopia” means horn 
of abundance i.e. a very fruitful year.

It is also of interest to note that this 
occasion is celebrated yearly in Ja-
pan and China.  In Japan the event is 
taken up in their “Haiku”, a type of 
volume with poems.  The Chinese 
bake special cookies for the festival.

Charles Bouwer
Apartment 434
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CHRIST CHAPEL MINISTRIES 
Christian Interdenominational Worship 

OLIVEDALE RETIREMENT VILLAGE 


BELONG – BELIEVE – BEHAVE 
 

Founder:  Revd. Gwyn Slade                                                  Revd. Trevor Slade 
Cell: 072.027.7788                                                                    Cell: 083.391.1215 
Assisting: Revd. Andrew Payne                                             Cell: 082.854.4489   
Assistant: Revd. Errol van der Merwe                                  Cell: 072.191.3502   
Email: tslade@mweb.co.za                                                     Office in North Riding 
www.sladeweddings.co.za 
www.stjohndivineovc.co.za 
 
Our Lord Jesus invites us to put our total faith in Him:  
 
“If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer” 

(Matthew:21:22) 
 
 

WEEKLY SERVICES 
 

 SUNDAY Interdenominational 
Communion Service every Sunday at 
9.30am in the Community Centre. 
Fellowship tea and coffee after the 
Service 

 
 MONDAY Christian DVD, drinks and 

snacks 5pm – 7pm in the Community 
Centre and Restaurant 

 
 THURSDAY Bible Study 10am – 11am in 

the meeting room. 
 

ALL WELCOME – and do feel free to bring a friend 
with you – many Blessings 

It is almost inevitable that 
campfire talk will at some stage 
turn to the matter of domestic 
servants.

In these day of labour saving 
devices and on-line takeaway 
meals many families chose 
to do their own cooking and 
housework.  The further you 
travel towards the equator 
however the more hot and hu-
mid it becomes and it becomes 
almost impossible to maintain 
a family home without some 
help. This leads to the installa-
tion of full time house servants 
and cooks whose continually 
looming presence in what is 
your own private space can 
become very much an irritant.

Finding, and keeping, good 
staff can be quite difficult and 
it took me about a year to 
‘poach’ a cook from the out-
going French Deputy Ambas-
sador.

I can recall his first day quite 
vividly. We had longed to be 
able to open the kitchen door 
after breakfast and shout ‘Isaac 
– eight for dinner tonight at 
seven o’clock please’

We decided to start as we 
meant to go on and duly or-
dered dinner for two and re-
fused to enter the kitchen and 
sat back to see what transpired. 

Seven o’clock came and we sat 
down at a nicely laid out din-
ner table.  We sat and waited 
and waited and waited trying 
not to listen to the noises com-
ing from the kitchen. It was 
after eight o’clock before the 
door was flung open and we 
were served with two plates 
of beautifully cooked Tilapia 
decorated with slices of lemon 
that had been sculpted to form 
beautiful shapes on the plates. 

The main meal was equally 
stunning but the real talking 
point was the dessert. He had 

made choux pastry shaped 
into swans with curved necks 
set with clotted cream and 
floating in a custard sauce. 

When I opened the kitchen 
door to say thank you I was 
confronted with a scene of ut-
ter chaos with every surface 
covered and a sink full of pots! 
Cooking was his forte, cleaning 
up afterwards was not!

He stayed with us for many 
years and his Sunday curry 
lunches became legendary 
with people ringing to try and 
wangle an invitation!

At the other end of the spec-
trum were those ladies with 
time on their hands who took 
it on themselves to take a raw 
garden boy, train him to be a 
houseman and eventually a 
cook. 

This led to some interesting 
results. I recall one dinner at 
which a new cook was be-
ing put through his paces by 
our hostess having helped to 
prepare a whole chicken in a 
pot. He was delegated to bring 
through a tray on which was 
balanced a chicken pot at one 
end and four plates on the oth-
er. Unused to such service he 
didn’t know what to do with 
the tray and ended up perch-
ing it on a nearby chair. 

He then made the tragic mis-
take of lifting off the four plates 
to arrange them at the table. 
This completely unbalanced 
the heavy crock pot which 
promptly fell off the tray and 
the chicken shot under the 
sideboard while the ‘sauce’ 
spread all over the floor. 

I rescued the chicken from its 
hiding place and we assured 
the hostess that it tasted fine 
and a little bit of red cardinal 
floor polish on the chicken skin 
gave it an interesting flavour...
Ian Young

IZAK JONKER
CLOTHING SHOP

MONDAY
14 JANUARY 2018

10 O’ CLOCK

BLOUSES, SKIRTS, JERSEYS, 
TROUSERS, MEN’S SHIRTS AND 

GOLF SHIRTS

NEW SUMMER 
STOCK

SIZES: S – XXXL

ALL DEBIT AND CREDIT
CARDS ACCEPTED

IZAK CELL: 082 786 1932

Ian's 
Campfire 
Stories
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Smalls, Notices and Classifieds
Articles for Submission

Hand written submissions for inclusion into Olive Branch can 
be handed in at reception for Tracy's attention.

Electronic submissions can be eMailed to:
olivebranch@olivedalerv.co.za

Deadline is 22nd of each month.

Only available to residents 
of the Village

Only available to residents of 
the Village. One-Liners - what 
you have, what you do and 
what you want for it.  This is 
a free service for all our ORV 
family.  Contact Reception for 
the Editor's attention.

Compliments/Complaints/
Suggestions

A reminder to all residents that 
cards are available to complete 
and place in the box at recep-
tion.   ALL complaints will be 
escalated to the parties con-
cerned.  If the problem can-
not be sorted out by the vari-
ous committees and the board, 
eventually the Managing Agent's 
lawyers will be called upon to 
resolve the issue.  Problems 
cannot be attended to if they 
are not brought to the atten-
tion of those concerned. Please 
remember that it is just as im-
portant to register your compli-
ments as well - they will most 
certainly be appreciated. We 
all need to thank these won-
derful people who have taken 
the time and expense to give us 
such pleasing surroundings.

Happy Birthday!
We would like to wish all our 
residents celebrating their 
birthdays in January, a wonder-
ful day and an amazing year to 
follow.
We wish you good health, 
comfort, contentment and the 
unending love and support of 
family and friends.

Remember - a Birthday Tea is 
organised on the 3rd Monday 
of every month for those who 
are celebrating their birthdays 
during that month. We salute 
all our January Babies.
      The Communications Team

Garden of Remembrance 
Plaques

The Garden Committee would 
like to remind villagers that 
plaques are available at the 
cost of R200 for mounting in 
the Garden of Remembrance.  

All script and design will be of 
personal choice.  Cost includes 
engraving and mounting.
If you would like to make use 
of this service, please get in 
contact with any of the Gar-
den Committee members.

Professional Embroidering
For personalised professional 
machine embroidered Mono-
grams, Initials etc...  
Please contact Heather Bil-
brough on extension number 
5415 or externally on  010-
596-5415.

Delicious Home Bakes
From mouth-watering eclairs 
and cupcakes, to exquisite 
cakes and anything in be-
tween.  Tell me what you 
want, and I can bake it.
Hettie Jordaan,  Unit:   535    
Tel: 5333

For Sale
“Huggy-Bunny” seedbags   
R70 each. Heat in the mi-

Editorial Contacts

Chris Penberthy

Linde McLaren

Nicole Mulder

Editorial Committee

Tertia Poole

Lu Penberthy

Elizabeth Sole

Di Main

Editor

Board Rep

Advertising

Village Management Rep

Disclaimer
The articles and ideas pub-
lished in this newspaper are 
those of the authors and do 

not necessarily reflect the views 
of the Olive Branch Editorial 
Committee or the Olivedale 
Home Owners Association.

Goods & Services
crowave and use to soothe 
any aches, pains, cramps and 
strains, or just to keep your 
toes warm in bed in winter.
Several colours available.     
Contact   x5428

Leather Craft
Beautiful genuine hand-
crafted leather belts and other 
personal goods made to order.  
Repairs and resizing also 
available. Contact Eric Brown    
Unit 421  Tel 5233.

Photo Service
ID, Passport & Driver's Licence
Contact number:  5363 or  
0710908432
Price : R40 for 8 pictures
At unit 555. Contact: Monica

 Solution: 

 A  S  S  A  I  L  S  F  A  S  T  C  L  A  P  S  N  A  S  A  C  E  N  T  A  U  R 
 C  H  A  G  R  I  N  B  I  C  Z  I  P  E  R  A  M  I  D  S  T  A  R  T  L  E 
 H  A  T  E  S  I  D  A  H  O  A  N  P  I  Z  Z  A  Z  Z  P  O  R  T  S 
 O  W  E  D  E  T  C  S  L  E  D  O  O  Z  E  D  O  L  D  I  R  T 
 O  L  D  S  T  O  O  L  P  R  I  S  M  C  A  R  N  E  A  I  R  E  D  P  A  S 

 S  Y  N  O  N  Y  M  S  A  N  E  E  P  E  E  I  C  E  B  E  R  G 
 E  S  P  A  N  A  C  R  O  P  C  U  T  L  A  S  S  A  R  C  H  K  A  N  S  A  S 
 B  L  A  N  C  C  A  E  C  U  M  G  O  O  S  E  G  U  I  T  A  R  Y  A  P  P  Y 
 B  A  R  D  G  O  V  K  L  A  N  O  R  E  A  I  R  S  R  A  T  W  A  I  L 
 S  B  E  M  A  T  E  S  L  E  E  P  D  J  O  N  A  H  D  Y  E  R  T  A  I 

 F  I  B  S  W  A  P  B  O  R  G  M  U  G 
 A  R  T  L  O  C  O  W  E  T  L  Y  S  E  T  H  O  S  C  A  P  T  F  E  B 
 B  E  A  U  N  O  R  A  W  R  Y  C  P  U  A  A  R  P  U  N  O  B  O  D  E 
 E  D  I  C  T  B  O  R  N  E  O  C  L  A  S  P  M  A  I  N  L  Y  D  I  C  E  R 
 D  O  L  L  O  P  T  I  E  R  W  H  E  R  E  O  F  L  E  A  P  W  I  R  I  N  G 

 A  G  R  O  U  N  D  A  R  E  A  U  N  I  T  D  I  R  T  I  E  R 
 W  A  R  S  O  U  N  D  K  N  O  W  N  P  E  S  O  S  L  I  A  R  S  C  P  S 
 A  L  A  S  D  I  D  S  O  O  N  C  I  T  Y  T  R  Y  T  O  O  T 
 L  O  Y  A  L  C  H  A  N  G  E  R  A  Z  A  L  E  A  S  B  O  U  L  E 
 T  H  O  R  E  A  U  S  O  L  S  L  Y  G  E  L  A  W  E  F  O  R  E  P  A  W 
 Z  A  N  I  E  S  T  T  E  A  R  M  E  S  O  N  I  D  L  E  T  R  A  D  E  R  S 
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